684      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
fling at me because Porter and Grant have done so? Let me assure you it is not. " The little dogs and all, Tray, Blanche, and sweetheart, see, they bark at me." I am, Rhind,
Pityingly yours, BENJ. F. BUTLER
From J. C. Kelton to General Butler
Adjutant General's Office, WASHINGTON, D. C., Deo. 4//i, 1865
SIR: Your resignation has been accepted by the President of the United States, to take effect the 30th day of November, 1865. I am, sir, y&fy respect-fuUyf yr Mt servt
J. C. KELTON, Asst. Adjt. General From Mrs. M. A. Ware
CHABUBBTOWN, MASS , July 16th, [1866]   [Not in chronological order]
Gen. B. K BUTLER, LOWELL
DEAR GENERAL: Will you do me the favor to inform me if the War Department has accepted your resignation? I have had a warm dispute in regard to it with an officer of the 24th Mass. Regiment. He threw down the glove and I took it up in your defence. Your reply will settle the dispute and much oblige the writer. RespectfuUy yours, Mrs. M. A. WARE
From General Butler to Mrs. Ware
No. 63 High St, July 18/66 [Not in chronological order]
MY DEAR MADAM: Thanks for your kind interest in my behalf. The War Department accepted my resignation on the SOth of November, 1865, the same time with that of General Dix. Our commissions bore date of the same day, and being the two oldest volunteer Generals then remaining in the service, our resignations were accepted on the same day.
I retained my commission from May till November at the request of President Johnson, so that I might be employed on the trial of Davis if he was to be tried by Military Commission.
I am grieved that you should be called upon to defend me against any officer ever under my command. I feel quite certain that no good officer not politically opposed to me will call for a defence.
I doubt not if I knew the name of the officer of the 24th who attacks me I could easily name the offence for which I